TRINITY WESTERN UNIVERSITY
Spring 2008

LING 210 Language and Society (2 semester hours)
COURSE SYLLABUS

Class hours: Tuesday, 2:35-4:15 pm, CanlL Room 209
Faculty: Dave Jeffery (dave.jeffery@twu.ca)

Sudharsan Seshadri-Nagarajan (SudharsanSN@gmail.com)
Course Website:  https://courses.mytwu.ca

Contact Info: Ext. 3951, CanlL Harvest Centre, Room 324
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 10-Noon
Textbook: Agar, Michael. 2001Language Shock: Understanding the Culture of

Communication New York: William Morrow.

Course Description
Language within its social context through dealing with topics such as dialgtanguage
definition, the role of the mother tongue in defining self-identity, languttjedes, the
maintenance, loss, shift or spread of language domains, multilingualism, anchgocstilc
survey. Linguistic issues in cross-cultural field work: language stuttynaa worldview
context, sociolinguistic factors affecting literacy programs, and methagkcohnd language
acquisition.

Objectives
1. To give an overview of how language operates in society, with speciamneeto
multilingual/multicultural societies.
2. To integrate the inventory of language issues into the larger frameworkietysaad
culture.
3. To become aware of some of the social and political implications of cross-tultura
education (TESOL) and cross-cultural language research projects.

Grading
Participation/Online Discussion 10%
Assignments 25%
Mid-term Project 25%
A-Gar Files presentation and Agar Book Report 15%
Final Exam 25%
Grade scale
A+ 95-100 B+ 82-84 C+ 72-74 D+ 60-64
A 90-94 B 78-81 C 68-71 D 55-59

A- 85-89 B- 75-77 C- 65-67 F Below 55



Course Requirements

1. Class/Online Discussion Participation (10%}) Students will be given a grade based on
their participation in class discussions and in the online discussions foundMyGberses
site. The online discussions are based on questions derived from the course text, class
lectures and other sources. After the first day of classes, students must sigthe class
website and follow the instructions provided on the site. See note about class wetysite bel

2. Mid-term Project (25%) — The mid-term project takes the place of a mid-term exam.
Students will be required to compose a twelve- to fifteen-page SociolingRegiertoire, a
descriptive narrative of their sociolinguistic make-up and a window into their oweatsol
The assignment will be introduced on January 29 and is due on Tuesday, March 4 at the
beginning of class.

3. Assignments (25%)- Students are required to doy two of the three class assignments.
Class assignments range from library research to observation of spewtfis/phenomena of
real language occurring in society. Some of these projects may requinetsticdeonduct
interviews, log elementary linguistic information, or spend time obsemenggl or non-
verbal interaction between individuals. Reports are 2-3 double-spaced pages and may be
submitted at the beginning of class or emailed to the instructor.

4. The “A-Gar Files” and Book Report (15%) — The course text,anguage Shochky
Michael Agar, reads more like a linguistic novel than a sociolinguistic teptovides a
brief overview of the fields that have influenced sociolinguistics and throughes séri
anecdotal real-life stories, challenges the reader to re-exaneimeview of language and
culture, as well as what part he/she plays in this multicultural world. |A-Bar Files
assignment, groups of students will act out a short skit dramatizing one of Aggr’s
insights. TheéBook Reportassignment is a paper with three parts: a brief summary of
Agar’s book, present a critical analysis, and then articulate your viewgidge and
culture. The A-Gar Files will be presented on March 11, and the Book Report is dué the las
day of class, Tuesday, April 8.

5. Final Exam (25%) — The final exam will be an open-book, open note, group project, dealing
with a case study that assesses your ability to integrate matesralshfe course and from
the Agar text. The details of the final will be discussed in class. The final wKbtake
place during the final exam period, place and time to be announced.

NOTE: Students are encouraged to check the website regularly, not only to particifhegenline
discussions, but to access course materials, handouts and web-based resourcésdeBaers is
registered for the course has access to the course websitehtipgécourses.mytwu.dato your
web browser and follow the LOGIN instructions. If you are having difficulteegssing the
website, please contaesupport@twu.cand they will guide you through the process.




Other important stuff...

Attendance Policy

It is the responsibility of the student to attend all class sessions. Resjgrisiltilis sense is
intended to include participation in class discussions as well as receivingéfesoef class
lectures and reports. Students who miss 3 or more classes may be prohibiteditiragrttver final.
Any material missed during class is the student’s responsibility.

Late Assignment Policy

To receive full credit, assignments should be submitted by the beginning of clagssdatet

indicated on the course outline. If there are extenuating circumstansabgetresponsibility of the
student to consult with your instructprior to the due date to see what kind of arrangement can be
made. Otherwise, late assignments will be subject to a 5% deduction per day.

Campus Closure

In the event of deteriorating weather conditions overnight or other emergaratjosis, every effort
will be made to communicate information regarding the cancellation of clastesradio stations
CKNW (980 AM), CKWX (1130 AM), MAX (850 AM), PRAISE (106.5 FM) and KARI (550 AM)
by 6:30 a.m., and an announcement will be placed on the University's switchboard aowdieas
TWU websitehttp://www.twu.ca/conditionsT he first announcement regarding a closure will cover
the period up to 1:00 p.m. only. If classes are to be cancelled beyond 1:00 p.m., this decib®n will
announced by the same means before 11:00 a.m. that day. Students and faculty should assume tha
all night classes will continue to operate. If the emergency continues inteethie@ students and
faculty may check for a closure notice on the University's switchboard andevatbsr 3:00 p.m.

that day.

Academic Honesty

A fundamental expectation for anyone involved in academic work at TWU is that hedshiegor
academic honesty. Students must become familiar with, and adhere to, the pramuiples
requirements associated with academic honesty. Further details on tbig subjcontained in the
TWU 2007-8 Academic Calendar on page 35. The handbook is available online on the TWU
webpage http://www.twu.ca.

Equity of Access

It is the responsibility of a student with a learning disability to informBgeity of Access Office of
that fact before the beginning of a course so that necessary arrangergbis made to facilitate
the students learning experience. Within the first two weeks of the senststiemts must meet with
their instructors to agree on accommodations appropriate to each class. Sed@JtROURA8
Academic Calendar p. 36 for more information.



Tuesday, Jan 8
Topic:
Assignment:

Tuesday, Jan 15
DUE:
Topic:
Readings:

Tuesday, Jan 22
Topics:
Readings:
Assignment:

Tuesday, Jan 29
DUE:
Topics:
Readings:
Assignment:

Tuesday, Feb 5
DUE:
Topics:
Readings:
Assignment:

Tuesday, Feb 12

DUE:
Topics:
Readings:
Assignment:

Tuesday, Feb 19

DUE:
Topics:
Readings:
Assignment:

Course Calendar

(1) Introduction to Language and Society
Go to course website and fill in your online profile

Onlineprofile
(2) Language and Dialect
Agar: Preface, Culture Blendghl)

(3) Social Dialects — Language Variation — Style and Register
Agar: The Circle(ch2)
Assignment #1: Dialect Survey

Assignment #1

(4) Multilingualism: Introduction

Agar: The Circle and the Fiel¢th3), Cultural Signified(ch4)

Assignment #2: Bilingualism in Canada/A multilingual country you know
Online question set 1

Explanation of the Midterm Project: Sociolinguistic Repertoire

Responses to online question set 1

(5) Multilingualism: Code switching — Diglossia — Language Planning
Agar: Similarities and Difference&hb), Situations(ch6)

Work on Assignment #2

Work on midterm project

Assignment #2

(6) Language and ldentity - Language Attitudes
Agar: Culture(ch7)

Explanation of the A-Gar Files Group Project
Work on midterm project

None

(7) Language and Culture

Agar: Speech Act&h8)

Work on midterm project and A-Gar Files Group Project
Explanation of the Agar Book Report



Tuesday, Mar 4
DUE:
Topics:
Readings:
Assignment:

Tuesday, Mar 11
DUE:
Topics:
Readings:
Assignment:

Tuesday, Mar 18
DUE:
Topics:
Readings:
Assignment:

Tuesday, Mar 25
DUE:
Topics:
Readings:
Assignment:

Tuesday, Apr 1
DUE:
Topics:
Readings:
Assignment:

Tuesday, Apr 8
DUE:
Topics:
Readings:

Midterm Project

(8) Language and Gender

Agar: Speech Act Lumber and Pa{oh 9)

Assignment #3: Observing Cross-Gender Communication
Work on A-Gar Filesand Agar report

A-Gar Files Group Project

(9) The A-Gar Files - Solidarity & Politeness
Agar: Coherencéch 10)

Work on Assignment #3 and Agar Report

Assignment #3

(10) Languages in Contact: Pidgins & Creoles — Language Change
Agar: Variations on a Framéch 11)

Online question set 2

Work on Agar Report

Responses to online question set 2

(11) Languages in Contact 2: Maintenance, Shift and Death
Agar: Sailors and Immigrant&h 12)

Work on Agar Report

None

(12) Language and Technology — World English
None

Work on Agar Report

Agar Report
(13) Language and Education
Walter: Education and/in/via/without One’s First Language (MyCourses)

Time and date to be announced

Group final exam
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