
  

TRINITY WESTERN UNIVERSITY 
LING 481:  Anthropological Linguistics: Ethnography 

Course Outline (Fall and Spring) 

Course Description 
This course introduces crucial concepts in anthropology and ethnography to linguists.  It 
focuses on cross-cultural communication with an emphasis on participant observation as 
an effective methodology for such research. Students will collect and analyze data related 
to topics such as oral traditions, kinship, and social structure. They will be introduced to 
various tools for ethno-semantic analysis, including analysis of cultural themes and 
worldview, semantic domain analysis, and taxonomic analysis. Prerequisite: LING 210 
Language and Society or equivalent introduction to sociolinguistics 

 
Major Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course, successful students will be able individually to research a wide 
variety of social situations and as a result will specifically be able to: 
1. observe and record social data; 
2. organize and manage that data; 
3. perform ethnosemantic analysis; 
4. engage in phenomenological reflection; 
5. write an ethnography of a limited aspect of a cultural situation. 
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